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"Many of these and other notions # nists> and ' though his own opinions >-« 
By Stanley Karnow , : about Thompson stem from the extra* ; were <ieci< j c( jjy conservative, he tended i 

w»s».u'8ton po.t Poreun service sensory powers or Imaginations of a j tQ sympa thize with the cause of Asian ; 

B ANGKOK — This Southeast Asian wondrous variety of divines who have , national j sm- ' 

Thailand formerly taken part in the case ’ 0ne is •' How these experiences might have 
kingdom of Thailand, ^/McGowan, an Australian cabaret enter* 1 j made Thompson a victim 6f ,the Com-t 

known as Siam, thrives on political in* . tajner who suppose dly can see through ; . , , — , 

tricuc and tales of the supernatural. waHs and w ho "saw” Thompson being ; j; 

And '■ v have these ingredients . held in a Cambodian village. Another. / 

-combr O produce a headier mix- is the celebrated Buddhist monk Kheo, V< • 

lure - .n the cast of James H. W. who pred i c ts that Thompson will even- ■; : M ^ ' » / , , . ■’ 

Thomps' r.. the millionaire American tually return here with “exciting pollti* if// > v * / .. 

silk ..ufacturen who vanished last ; ca i news." ! faj| § Slpl if SmM mmswi'- 
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tricuc and tales of the supernatural. 
And - :/ have these ingredients 

-combi o produce a headier mix- 
ture .n the cast of James H. W. 

Thomps' .'.. the millionaire American 
silk .. ufacturen who vanished last 
_Ias:; ■ Sunday. 
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as:, ttunuay. The monk, a seer of Immense pres* 

The only solid fact in the case is *j f t i ge i n Thailand, emerged from medl- 

_ — . fVint u/ppkend I . t/\ avnhin that 
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tha: Thompson, spending that weekend 
in the hills of Malaysia, went out for 
=, n afternoon stroll and disappeared 
witnout leaving a trace. 

In the eight -hs since, an assort- 


tation last month to explain that 
Thompson was kidnaped ■ by four 
Malay pandits in the employ of Hano_i_ 
fand is presumably how in the process 
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, the eight -hs since, an assort- ; ■' 0 f settling the Vietndhvwar. 

; of Buadhi^ soothsayers, ^ni g^ .} Thomp5on . s relatives-ra brother-in* 


mer* sj- ■ . ■ 

: luu magicians and jAher mystks as ^ H> DouglaSi President Ei- 

vell as private investigators, Aslan ex s^retarv of the Air Force 


•erts and various kibitzers have ad- ; 
-anced all sorts of theories as to ;i 
■'hoir.^son's whereabouts. Several of ; 
hese theories have given. Thompson’s 
amity and friends fresh hopes and re- .. 
eated disappointments, leaving the 
tnpression that the East is as mysteri* r 
us as advertised ’j 

4 ‘Lead’ to Cambodia 
tjOT LONG AGO, for , example, a 
\ f cw of y friends rushed down to | 
Ealaysia to check out a story that 
thompson had dyed his hair red and ■ 


senhower’s Secretary of the Air Force .* 

also hired Peter Hurkos, the Dutch- ] 

born psychic who featured in the case | 
of the Boston Strangler. Like the oth- 
ers, Kurkcs linked Thompson's disap- 
pearance to the Communists. 

A Sister Murdered / ; 

T HE 1, IDEA of a Communist con- 
spiracy was given added weight 
Aug., 31 when one of Thompson’s sis- 
ters, Katherine Thompson Wood, was/ 
found murdered on her 14-acre estate ' 
near Wilmington, Del. This prompted 
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James H. W, Thompson *:.he\ 


Homoson had dyed his hair red and near Wilmington, ^ei. James w. Thompson - 

as functioning as s fortune teller near._ fresh speculation that an international < fidn't take hu csgftrettet. / 

Miuaauvj « plot was unfolding that would threaten ...... v . : '„ 

he town of ?ok. he story, of course, other mcmb e rS of Thompson’s family. / "i : v. : ■ . T T/V- - 

coved to .je -else. Much of the political aroma in the <1;, ;J..U ^rC^rOUfiV 


Much of the political aroma in the C> . 5^ ffWr® 7 V 

puzzle apparently rises from Thomp- ! v. , ; 1 *• 

son’s fascinating past. Art architect by $ -X- •1^‘J 

profession, be initially came to South- ° 

u Mi , v . : ‘V V.-iv;; 


Before that, a pair of Americans res- | pu j, z i e appa rently rises from Thomp-'-* 
nc-nt here, one of them an Army offi-'j son ’s fascinating past. Aii’ architect by . >J 
cr, considered chartering an airplane, j profession, he initially came to South- fd/ 
d rescue Thompson from a spot in, east Asia in World War II as an agent ’// ' ***?* 

ortheastern Cambodia where, the j 0 " f t h e OSS, the precursor of the CIA. Vj / v 

jm.or went. U was being held by the I i n t j, at capacity, he worked with Prldi, " T: : .*p? 

ietcong. The would-be rescuers wereY w h 0 j ed the Free Thai underground .'t v/Y. -. “ 

.ssuaded -or. carrying out their i>lan j • movement fighting the Japanese and ;j • • 

/ U.S. of: c 'a s who foresaw the dan- 1 was j a ter ousted from office in a ' •> ; ■ v . 

ers of a grave international incident, j military coup d’etat ' 

Another theory holds that Thompson l As an OSS agent, Thompson was ’« 
in Commti :st China negotiating .the j also active among the Laotian and .- • 

lease of fo. ner Thai Prime Minister Vietnamese nationalists In the postwar -s : 

■idi Phanomyong, who has lived in-: period. He. was well liked even by, 

:lle* in Canton for years and; it is those who Were or became Commu*. jv . ; • . Y'’ ' 

sown, has been seeking to Join his >. % 

sally in Paris. . .. -X-" " ' /'o . J.0* 
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